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WHEREAS, The characteristics of modern warfare, including the global war on terrorism,
exposes members of the uniformed services to many adverse and dangerous environmental
diseases and living conditions; and
WHEREAS, War zone conditions, replete with noxious gases released from explosive
devices among other potentially harmful environmental exposures in such theaters as the Middle
East and Southwest Asia, as well as in other areas of the world in which service members are
exposed to combat-like conditions, produce traumatic, life altering, battlefield scars, and casualties
unheard of in previous wars including infections, instant crushing of protective skull and body
bones, loss of sight and limbs, dehydration, blood and other body infections and, in some cases,
severely impairment or total loss of mental and physical body motor functions; and
WHEREAS, Military medical rapid response teams provide superb, state of the art, medical
and psychological life-saving treatment and care at battlefield sites with an extraordinarily high
success rate; and
WHEREAS, Military, Department of Veterans Affairs, and some specialty civilian health
care treatment facilities are overburdened with caring for the most serious and most painful
battlefield casualties ever witnessed from war; and
WHEREAS, The nation’s medical and mental health care professionals have not been
provided with sufficient resources to adequately research, diagnose, treat, and manage acute and
chronic pain associated with present day battlefield casualties; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, That federal funding for pain
management research, treatment, and therapies at the Department of Defense, Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) and at the National Institutes of Health be significantly increased
and that Congress and the Administration re-double their efforts to ensure that an effective
pain management program be uniformly established and implemented; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That the Department of Defense and the Department of Veterans
Affairs increase their investments in pain management clinical research by improving and
accelerating clinical trials at military and VA treatment facilities and affiliated university
medical centers and research programs.

