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WHEREAS, The American Legion recognizes the debt owed to the entire military
retirement community for their sacrifices and hardships endured in honorable military service to
this nation; and
WHEREAS, Administration and defense leaders are seeking to impose very large health
care fee increases on military retirees and their families; and
WHEREAS, The proposed fee increases are inappropriate and out of line with career
service members’ unique sacrifices; and
WHEREAS, Military medical and retirement benefits must be markedly better than civilian
benefits because they are primary offsets for decades of extraordinarily arduous service conditions;
and
WHEREAS, Military retirees’ careers entailed unique and arduous service conditions few
other Americans are willing to endure for 20 or 30 years including hazardous duty, service in
foreign countries, often in hostile environments, extended family separations, just to mention a
few; and
WHEREAS, The current fiscal realities dictate certain financial concessions may have to
be made by our citizens but to unfairly burden America’s military retiree families any further is
unconscionable; and
WHEREAS, Those who point to the disparity in cost between civilian and military health
insurance, and hint at unfairness, simply do not appreciate the huge premiums already paid by the
selfless service and sacrifice of our service members and their families; and
WHEREAS, TRICARE enrollment fees are scheduled to increase annual on October 1st;
and
WHEREAS, The American Legion sees this proposal as an erosion of quality of life earned
benefits from a grateful nation for honorable military service; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, That The American Legion is strongly
opposed to proposed hikes in premiums and or enrollment fees being paid by enrollees in the
military’s health insurance program known as TRICARE; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That The American Legion urges Congress to decisively reject these
unjust proposed increases in the military retirees’ TRICARE enrollment fees, deductibles,
or premiums.

