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WHEREAS, Arlington National Cemetery is our nation’s most sacred shrine representing
an embodiment of the sacrifices that were made to uphold our country’s ideals and freedoms; and
WHEREAS, More than 400,000 veterans and their dependents are buried here on 612 acres
of land; and
WHEREAS, Arlington is one of more than 100 national cemeteries but, unlike the others,
Arlington Cemetery is administered by the Department of the Army; and
WHEREAS, In spite of restrictive regulations (Title 32, CFR), there have been numerous
waivers in past years, falsification of military records to gain interment at Arlington and even an
unprecedented presidential requested waiver and reservation; and
WHEREAS, Eligibility criteria for burials at Arlington need to be codified in order to
assure compliance and fairness and to assure that the remaining space at Arlington is judiciously
used; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, That The American Legion urges
Congress to codify eligibility criteria for burial at Arlington National Cemetery and that
such burial be restricted to service members who die on active-duty; to our most decorated
veterans to include recipients of the Purple Heart; former members of the armed forces
separated from the military with a physical disability of 30 percent or more before October
1, 1949; and to veterans who spent full careers in uniform, and to their spouses and eligible
children; to former prisoners of war; and for the President or former Presidents as
Commanders in Chief of the Armed Forces; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That The American Legion believes there should be no waivers for
unqualified persons except under unique and compelling circumstances that comport with
codified non-partisan waiver procedures as established by Congress; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That The American Legion believes eligibility for interment of
cremated remains of honorably discharged veterans in the Columbarium at Arlington
should also be codified.

