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WHEREAS, A certifying official is responsible for certifying the enrollment and changes
in enrollment of eligible students to the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA); and
WHEREAS, The certifying official’s primary function is to let VA know if a student is
registered for classes, showing the beginning and ending dates, number of credit hours or clock
hours per week in attendance, and indicating the status of the student as an undergraduate or
graduate student; and
WHEREAS, VA pays an annual reporting fee to schools; and
WHEREAS, The reporting fee is intended to help defray the cost of processing VA
certifications; and
WHEREAS, The annual reporting fee is based on the number of VA students, including
Chapter 31 (Vocational Rehabilitation), certified by the school during the calendar year; and
WHEREAS, Colleges and universities are always relying on reporting fees from VA to
pay for veteran-related activities; and
WHEREAS, Currently, the reporting fees to colleges and universities is $7.00 per studentveteran enrolled; and
WHEREAS, Colleges and universities use certifying officials as the first liaison for a
veteran using veterans’ educational benefits; and
WHEREAS, Certifying officials need continuing training in order to properly inform
veterans about their education benefits; and
WHEREAS, Veterans enrolled in institutions are in need of a place/location to meet other
enrolled veterans to confer and find information for veteran-related assistance; and
WHEREAS, The increase in reporting fees would allow certifying officials to receive
initial and recurring training, buy and/or upgrade equipment (i.e., computers) and provide office
space for student-veterans to meet; and
WHEREAS, The American Legion is dedicated to assuring proper education and
information for those who are assisting veterans and their families; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, That The American Legion supports
increasing the amount of the reporting fees payable to educational institutions for certifying
officials who assist/enroll veterans receiving educational benefits from the Department of
Veterans Affairs and for other purposes.

