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WHEREAS, The American Legion has campaigned diligently for the passage of an
amendment to the Constitution of the United States to protect the symbol of our nation, the Flag
of the United States, from physical desecration; and
WHEREAS, Part of that campaign has included the founding of The Citizens Flag
Alliance, Inc., a coalition of civic, veteran, business and fraternal organizations which have come
together to persuade Congress to propose a flag amendment; and
WHEREAS, The legislatures of all 50 states have indicated by memorial resolutions to the
U.S. Congress that such an amendment to the U.S. Constitution is needed in view of the 1989
decision of the United States Supreme Court (Texas v. Johnson) that invalidated all flag protection
laws; and
WHEREAS, Surveys have shown that over 80% of the American people support the
passage of a flag amendment; and
WHEREAS, Flag protection amendments have passed the House of Representatives six
times previously, only to fall short of the necessary two-thirds supermajority required in the
Senate; and
WHEREAS, Since the time of the American Revolution millions of men and women have
proudly defended our country under the “Stars & Stripes” and, as a last gesture of gratitude this
emblem of our country is placed upon the coffin of veterans as a token of respect for services
rendered to a grateful nation; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, That The American Legion continue to
urge the Congress of the United States to propose and approve an amendment to the U.S.
Constitution that would allow the Congress to prohibit the physical desecration of the Flag
of the United States; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That The American Legion continue its efforts through affiliation with
The Citizens Flag Alliance, Inc. to bring to a successful conclusion the grassroots campaign
to amend the Constitution of the United States of America in order to return to the people
their right to protect the flag from acts of physical desecration.

