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WHEREAS, The American Legion was founded by veterans who were concerned about
the welfare of dependents of servicemen and women killed as a result of their service in World
War I; and
WHEREAS, Current immigration law requires an immigrant spouse to be married to a
citizen of the United States for two years before proceeding with a petition for legal permanent
resident status; and
WHEREAS, The immigrant spouse’s petition for permanent legal residence is canceled
when the citizen spouse dies before the two-year threshold is reached; and
WHEREAS, Current law allows immigrant spouses of U.S. military personnel who die in
combat or as a result of combat to continue their original petition for permanent resident status;
and
WHEREAS, The American Legion is committed to caring for the families of the
servicemen and women who made the ultimate sacrifice by giving their lives in the furtherance of
the interests of the United States; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, That The American Legion encourages
the Congress of the United States to amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to allow
immigrant spouses of U.S. military personnel who die in training on military installations to
continue their petition for permanent resident status without the current two-year eligibility
restriction; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That the Immigration and Nationality Act be amended to waive the fees
for posthumous citizenship assessed to surviving family members who lose a relative in
hostile combat while a member of the U.S. Armed Forces and who has a pending application
for United States citizenship.

