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WHEREAS, The dates of certain patriotic holidays have been changed from their original
dates to create "three-day weekends"; and
WHEREAS, The time-honored traditional observances of these holidays has been eroded;
and
WHEREAS, The majority of Americans view Memorial Day as a time for relaxation and
leisure recreation rather than as a solemn occasion and a time to reflect and pay tribute to the
American servicemen and women who sacrificed their lives in defense of our nation; and
WHEREAS, By urging the ringing of bells in our communities for one minute on
traditional Memorial Day, May 30, will help Americans to realize that the true purpose of this day
is to pay tribute to those who have given so much for their country; and
WHEREAS, Our hope for the future has been made possible because our servicemen and
women have made sacrifices in order to secure freedom for America and the ringing of community
bells is a fitting way to observe traditional Memorial Day in the years to come; now, therefore, be
it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, That The American Legion calls upon
the Congress of the United States to restore the official observance of Lincoln’s Birthday to
February 12, Washington's Birthday to February 22, Memorial Day to May 30 and
Columbus Day to October 12 each year; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That The American Legion urges the passage of federal legislation that
would result in an annual presidential proclamation calling on all American institutions,
public and private, to toll their bells for one minute, beginning at 11:00 a.m. on the
traditional Memorial Day, May 30, in remembrance of the servicemen and women who died
defending our nation and our freedom.

