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WHEREAS, The American Legion has, since its inception, voiced and demonstrated active
concern about the health and welfare of children; and
WHEREAS, The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Children’s Bureau
reported that in 2014 that an estimated 3.2 million cases of child maltreatment were reported to
child protective service agencies and 702,000 cases of child maltreatment were substantiated; and
WHEREAS, The federal government defines child abuse and neglect in the Child Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) of 2010 as “Any recent act or failure to act on the part of
a parent or caretaker which results in death, serious physical or emotional harm, sexual abuse or
exploitation; or an act or failure to act, which presents an imminent risk of serious harm”; and
WHEREAS, According to CAPTA, child maltreatment encompasses physical abuse,
sexual abuse, neglect and psychological maltreatment; and
WHEREAS, All responsible citizens have a valuable role to play in building strong
communities in which families and children are valued and supported, and in which children are
safe from all forms of maltreatment; and
WHEREAS, There are concerned adults who care about this problem and will work to
combat its degenerative effect on our society; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, The American Legion support
appropriate legislation aimed at preventing child maltreatment; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That The American Legion be authorized to collaborate with national
and state child maltreatment prevention organizations as determined by the Americanism
Commission to the end that The American Legion can maintain an effective role in the
promotion of child maltreatment prevention programs; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That departments and posts are urged to cooperate in all ways possible
with organizations and agencies that advocate for child maltreatment prevention and are
urged to promote and increase the public’s awareness of child maltreatment and its
detrimental effects on the children and youth of our society; and, be it further
RESOLVED, That The American Legion urges all educators, coaches, school
administrators and all others responsible for children in any capacity to familiarize
themselves with the warning signs of all forms of child maltreatment and report any
suspected maltreatment to the proper authorities and ensure that these children are referred
to the appropriate child protective service in their community; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That all levels of The American Legion are urged through its Children
& Youth programs, to educate the public of their obligations and duties with respect to
reporting suspected cases of child maltreatment.

