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WHEREAS, Members of the National Guard swear dual allegiance to support and defend 
the United States as well as the individual states in which they serve; and  

WHEREAS, National Guard units perform invaluable non-federal roles such as quelling 
domestic civil disturbances, providing relief assistance in man-made or natural disasters, as well 
as civil defense and drug interdiction functions, and other vital missions as determined by state 
authorities; and  

WHEREAS, National Guard units are often the first relief or rescue forces to provide 
immediate on-scene response in the event of such emergencies; and  

WHEREAS, Past large scale natural and man-made disasters could be repeated across the 
country requiring the immediate intervention of military units to supplement and assist state and 
local authorities and our citizenry; and  

WHEREAS, Numerous overseas missions are expected to continue; and  
WHEREAS, The participation of the National Guard in these traditional non-federal roles 

may be in danger of being severely limited or even eliminated in some cases; now, therefore, be it  
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in 

Cincinnati, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, That The American Legion urge 
Congress to retain National Guard units at reasonable readiness levels so that in addition to 
their active duty missions they may continue to provide civil disturbance and natural and 
man-made disaster assistance, perform civil defense and drug interdiction functions as well 
as other essential state or federal roles as required, to include border security. 

 
 

 


