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WHEREAS, Historically, America has in times of relative peace looked for an immediate
economic “peace dividend”; and
WHEREAS, This fervent call for cost savings has repeatedly placed the national security
of the nation at risk; and
WHEREAS, The nation is currently undergoing severe economic times; and
WHEREAS, Once again the Department of Defense (DOD), in order to meet budget
constraints has been required to reduce active duty end strength; and
WHEREAS, A reduction in active duty end strength will require a continued and even
increased dependence on the reserve components in the form of an “Operational Reserve” to meet
mission requirements; and
WHEREAS, The Fiscal Year 2017 budget anticipates the DOD will use the Guard and
Reserve as a vital part of the operational force, and where it makes sense as a force of first choice;
and
WHEREAS, An operational reserve requires increased commitment by servicemembers
and their families; and
WHEREAS, An operational reserve requires sufficiently increased, timely, and dedicated
funding for training, equipment, and family support issues; and
WHEREAS, In order to insure sufficient, timely, and dedicated funding, the operational
reserve must be properly missioned in accordance with the current National Security Strategy;
now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, That The American Legion shall urge
Congress to reform the laws and policies governing the reserve components to provide them
programmable sustainability as an operational force; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That the Department of Defense be directed to, in compliance with
those laws and policies, establish missions and funding supporting taskings consistent with
the National Defense Authorization Act, the Quadrennial Defense Review, the National
Security Strategy, and the National Military Strategy, which directly impact national
security and support the readiness of and the rotational nature of the operational reserve.

