NINETY-EIGHTH NATIONAL CONVENTION
OF
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Cincinnati, Ohio
August 30, 31, September 1, 2016
Resolution No. 132: Request Congress Provide the Department of Veterans Affairs Adequate
Funding for Medical and Prosthetic Research
Origin: Maryland
Submitted by: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
WHEREAS, The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical and Prosthetic Research Service
is very productive in advancing medical knowledge and improving health care for veterans and all other
citizens; and
WHEREAS, VA has developed the cardiac pacemaker, nicotine patch, the concepts that led to the
Computerized Axial Tomography (CAT) scan, and other medical breakthroughs; and
WHEREAS, Basic biomedical research provides the most rational and cost-effective means of
preventive health care and provides treatments and cures for many diseases; and
WHEREAS, Advances in biomedical research lead to the creation of new knowledge in
biotechnology and serve as a successful model in lowering long-term health care costs; and
WHEREAS, In 1998, VA realigned its research priorities in response to recommendations of the
department’s Research Realignment and Advisory Committee to better serve the needs of the veteran
population; and
WHEREAS, The Quality Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI) is a venture undertaken by
the VA Medical and Prosthetic Research Service to establish a national system to translate research
discoveries, innovation, effective and efficient diagnostic and treatment strategies into patient care; and
WHEREAS, QUERI is a comprehensive, data driven, outcome-based quality improvement
program that will ensure excellence in all areas of Veterans Health Administration medical care: inpatient,
outpatient and long-term care; and
WHEREAS, Continued research is urgently needed for many diseases if medical science is to
overcome cancer, heart disease, AIDS, new strains of tuberculosis, mental illness, hepatitis and others, to
help spare veterans and citizens from prolonged illness and permanent disabilities; and
WHEREAS, The need to reduce the nation’s budget deficit must not compromise the efforts to
maintain and improve health productivity and develop new preventive and therapeutic procedures through
the Department of Veterans Affairs and other government agencies; and
WHEREAS, It is essential that Congress and the Administration support strong medical and
prosthetic research programs within VA so that veterans and all citizens continue to benefit from the
exceptional research capability of the department; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in Cincinnati,
Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, That The American Legion support adequate funding for
Department of Veterans Affairs biomedical research activities; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That Congress and the Administration encourage acceleration in the
development and initiation of needed research on conditions that significantly affect veterans, such
as prostate cancer, addictive disorders, trauma and wound healing, Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder, Traumatic Brain Injury, rehabilitation, and others, jointly with the Department of
Defense, the National Institutes of Health, other federal agencies, academic institutions and the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

