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WHEREAS, Nuclear energy has contributed greatly to U.S. energy independence,
having displaced over 4.6 billion barrels of oil and saved over $145 billion in oil
payments since the 1973 Arab oil embargo; and
WHEREAS, Oil imports remain the single largest contributor to the U.S. trade
deficit; and
WHEREAS, The United States must have a secure reliable supply of energy to
fuel our economy and to protect our national security; and
WHEREAS, A growing supply of electricity is essential to U.S. economic
growth, U.S. industry and the general well-being of the American people; and
WHEREAS, With a moderately growing economy, the U.S. will still need about
200,00 megawatts of new generating electrical capacity by 2010; and
WHEREAS, The virtues of using a diversity of energy sources including nuclear
energy, to produce our electricity are well-recognized; and
WHEREAS, Nuclear energy is our second largest source of electricity providing
20 percent of our electricity supply safely, reliably and without damage to the
environment; and
WHEREAS, The nuclear power plants operating in the United States continue
their record-breaking electricity production performance by generating billions of
kilowatt-hours of electricity; and
WHEREAS, The National Energy Policy Act of 1992 calls for new, safer, plant
design and standardization, as well as Nuclear Regulatory Commission certification,
continued studies of proposed sites, and modernized licensing procedures; and
WHEREAS, Over $14 billion has been committed to the Nuclear Waste Fund,
and DOE has indicated it is unwilling to accept used fuel until at least 2010, and perhaps
as late as 2015; and
WHEREAS, The U.S. Court of Appeals has ruled that the federal government has
a legal responsibility to take used fuel from the nation’s commercial reactors; and
WHEREAS, Nuclear power plants are running out of space to store used fuel and
at least 27 of the nation’s 109 nuclear power plants will run out of on-site storage space.
By 2010, 80 nuclear plants will have no space to store fuel; and
WHEREAS, Re-licensing of nuclear power plants is subject to a rigorous program
of Nuclear Regulatory Commission oversight, inspection, preventive, and corrective
maintenance and extensive equipment testing ensuring required safety safeguards are
met; now, therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Nashville, Tennessee, August 31, September 1, 2, 2004, That The American Legion
calls on the President and Congress to compel the Department of Energy to comply
with the requirements of the Nuclear Waste Policy Act by establishing a process to
develop an integrated used fuel management system and find sites for interim,
centralized storage; making timely progress in the characterization of any proposed
repository sites at various locations; and increasing funding to allow critical science
and engineering studies to program on schedule; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That the local government directly affected by interim storage
and/or permanent disposal should be involved in planning and receiving
appropriate benefits from such facilities.
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