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meaning is not changeci . Frequent ly, �e �c�l�i�t�(�)�r �.�~� :Irc :Ihle to short c il :lI1d 

tighten up your eciito ri al. i\ guest �e �c�i�i�t �o �r�i �~ �t�I� en:lbles vou to \\Tite :1 longer 
piece than would :1 leLlcr to the cci itor. Frequently, new sp;lpcrs wi ll :Isk 
to run a photo of the w rit er, so it 's important to h:lve one readily avai l­
able, w ith Legion cap on. 

7. Call into local talk-radio programs and tell them about The 
American Legion Resolution 169 initiative. Encourage li steners to 
get involved for the sa ke of our troops. Avoid confront ational hosts. 

8. Seek out local sponsors to co-host troop-support activities. Con­
sider partnering with a local radio stat ion that w ill provide free promo­
tion of a troop-support event. Ask loca l businesses to help cover thc cost 
of the event and provide hanclouts, giveaways, or other materials. 

9. Consider coordinating a pro-troop rally to counter any planned 
antiwar demonstrations in the area. Ensure your numbcrs w ill sig­
nificant ly cxccecl thc opposition. Be vocal and positive in talking w ith 
media w hile emphasizing w hy Ameri ca needs to send our tTOOpS the 
message of support , not division . 

10. Be creative. O rganize, coordinate and ca rry out ra llies, events, 
petitions, contests - any thing thm w ill show support fo r our troops in 
the wa r. Use The Ameri ca n Legion Public Relations Handbook. Visit 
The Ameri can Legion Web site and down load public rclations products 
that you ca n tailo r fo r your 10Gli use: www.legion.org. Callth e public­
relations staff for aclvice ancl assistance at (317) 650-1253 or scnd an 

. email to pr @legion.org. 

ABOVE ALL, 
DO NOT LET THE WAR PROTESTERS 
GO UNCHA LLENGED. 
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KEY MESSAGE POINTS ON RESOLUTION 169 
The right to protest must be carefully weighed and responsibly exer­
cised to avoid providing enemy propaganda that can harm our troops. 

The right to protest was ga ined and maintainecl by Americans wi lling to fight 
and die fo r it. Veterans of The American Legion do not vvish to see the right 
denied to anyone. But The America n Legion implores those w ho oppose the 
war to exercise their rights responsibly, w ithout feeding enemy propaganda 
machines and w ithout jeopardizing troop morale or safety. Ho Chi Minh 
GlUed the U. S. antiwa r movement in the 1960s a second front in the Vietnam 
War. Osama bin Laden has made similar cla ims, that American public opin­
ion could and would be turned against the government and the troops. 

The global war against terrorism has been a matter of vital national in­
terest accentuated by the terrorist attacks on America on Sept. 11, 2001. 

The wa r reached our shores when terrori sts murdered 5,000 civilians and 
military personnel and have since continued to ki ll , in Madrid , Istanbul , Ja­
karta , Casablanca and London. Withdrawal from Iraq would leave a fertile 
haven for terrori st orga niza tions that could be expected to kill again in their 
jihad against America. 

The war against terrorism and Operations Enduring Freedom and 
Iraqi Freedom have proven successful so far. 

So far, since the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, more than 50 million people have 
been liberated from two o f the world 's most brut al and aggress ive regimes. 
Afghan istan and Iraq both are undergoing massive SOCial, civil and gov­
ernmental changes that bring new freedoms to women, students, media, 
worshipers and democrati cally elected officials. This development replaces 
regimes proven to have cOlllmitted genocide against their own people and 
public executions of innocents who defied their oppressors. 

Coalition efforts in the war against terrorism have international support. 

Approx imately 70 nations worldwide support U.S. effo rts in Iraq and in the 
wa r aga inst terrori sill . New allies in the effon include Pakistan, Saudi A rabia , 
Yemen and Indonesi,1. Li bya has voluntarily agreed to end its weapons of 
mass des truction program since the war began. 

Sacrifice is a fact of war. 

While the death of any soldier is a tragedy, it is a ri sk ca lculated by all w ho 
serve in an all-voluntecr military. A mother n:lmed Tammy Pruett in Idaho 
has four sons serving in Iraq right now wi th the Ida ho National GU:lrd. Tam­
m)' says that if something happens to one of her boys, they would leave thi s 
world do ing what they believe, w hat they think is right fo r our country. "And 
[ guess you couldn't ask fo r a beller way of life than giving it fo r something 
you believe in ." 

A G1Iide to Building P1Iblic Awareness 25 



Progress and success in the war receive little attention compared to 
the human cost. 

U.S. troops in theater are uni vers:lily astonished w hen people at home say 
they think the wa r is going poorly. Images of bloodshed and nghting more 
oft en make the news than less dynamic scenes o f new schools, roads and 
clinics being buill. Acti"ities from the wa r showing progress :lI1dthanks by 
the Iraqi people are under-reported. 

Home-front support is essential to victory and troop safety. 

U.S. fo rces serving in Iraq :md A tg h;lI1ista n are committcd to completing 
their miss ion successfull y, transt<:)("ming tyrannies to ci eillocr:lcies :lJlcl defc:lt ­
ing o rgani zeci terrori sm in pLlces w here it Ius been ;ll1 o\\,ecit o e:\ i .~ t. Those 
U.S. fo rces need to know that most Ameri ca ns share their p;lssion to suc­
ceed :Ind that those w ho oppose the wa r represent :1 med ia-hungry mi nor it y 
w hose effo rt s inspire the enemy. Troops everywhere Illust know that the 
people at home support them and their mission. They ca nnot be separated 
frolll e<lch other, and support fo r both is the fas t track to bringing our troops 
home safely. The protest movement , meanw hile, gives hope to the insur­
gency, to terrori sts and other criminals around the world , energizing their 
campaigns -to destroy A meri ca and <I II it v;liues. 
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AMERICAN TROOPS IN A JUST WAR 

These photos show how US. troops are having a positive 
impact in areas affected by the War on Terrorism. Contrary to 
what some believe, US. presence is warranted and welcomed 
in these regions. 

Operation Enduring Freedom Operation Iraqi Freedom 
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