










ability of American military forces to operate and survive in a nuclear, biological or chemical 
(NBC) environment. During the 1991 war, the thousands of chen1ical detection alanns were 
later reported as "false alanns." The ability to properly detect the presence of NBC agents in the 
area of operation relnains a grave concern. Questions have also recently surfaced around DOD's 
ability to properly identify, track and locate defective chen1ical protective suits. In October 
2002, GAO reported that in May 2000, DOD ordered storage depots and units to locate 778,924 
defective suits produced by a single manufacturer. As of July 2002, military officials were still 
unable to account for 250,000 defective suits. Responding to an Alnerican Legion inquiry, 
officials from the Deployment Health Support Directorate reported that they "believe" the 
relnaining defective suits have either been destroyed or used in training activities. The difficulty 
in locating the defective suits was a result of inventory records lacking contract and lot nUlnbers. 
GAO also reported that DOD could not detennine whether its older suits would adequately 
protect military personnel because some of the systems' records do not contain data on suit 
expiration. Finally, GAO reported that the risk of shortages of protective clothing might increase 
dramatically fron1 the tin1e of its report (October 2002) through at least 2007. 

While military service is inherently dangerous and certain risks are to be expected, the 
government is obligated to provide health care and compensation to those who sustain chronic 
disabilities as a result of such service. Title 38, United States Code places the burden of proof in 
establishing a service-connected disability on the veteran and establishing service connection 
directly impacts the veteran's ability to access VA health care. VA's ability to adequately care 
for and compensate our nation's veterans depends directly on DOD's efforts to maintain proper 
health records/health surveillance, documentation of troop locations, environmental hazard 
exposure data, and the timely sharing of this infonnation with VA. 

Without such infonnation, the burden of establishing service cOlmection and accessing entitled 
benefits is viliually impossible for the veteran to meet. Additionally, this infonnation is also 
needed by V A to adequately complete its fourth mission of providing medical backup to DOD in 
times of war. If relevant health and environmental exposure infonnation is incomplete or does 
not even exist due to previously discussed breakdowns in the system, discussions on how V A 
and DOD can better share this infonnation is ilTelevant. 
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The American Legion applauds Chainnan Smith for the introduction of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Preparedness Act of 2002 and we share the Chainnan's disappointment with the 
appropriators' refusal to fund the provisions of this in1pOliant law. 

Nearly 18 months have passed since the shattering of the naIve perception that the United States 
is invulnerable to attack. The Anned Forces are once again fighting in a foreign land and every 
day they face the hOlTific possibility of a chemical, radiological or biological attack. In the event 
of any such warfare or national emergency, the nation must be prepared to respond rapidly, in a 
coordinated, national effort, and care for the wounded. VA must be funded at a level that will 
enable full and adequate fulfilln1ent of the foulih mission. 
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Additionally, a sincere desire in infonllation collection, sh aring and Inutual cooperation at the 
highest level of DOD and V A is needed in order to ensure effective force protection for U.S. 
servicemembers who nlay be exposed to chemical, biological or radiological weapons. The 
Atnerican Legion is heartened by a February 2003 letter frOln the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to the Secretary of Defense, expressing the importance of VA-DOD cooperation in collecting 
and sharing adequate health and exposure data fron1 those cunently deployed. This cooperation 
must continue if we are to provide effective protection for cunent and future members of the 
U.S. Amled Forces. 

Again, I appreciate the opportunity to present testimony before the Subcolnmittee and The 
Anlerican Legion looks forward to working with each of you on these ilnportant issues. That 
concludes my testimony. 
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