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o & Committee Annual Rep

NATIONAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
OF THE YEAR AWARD

HIS prestigious aw.

the second consecutive year at this 80th
National Convention. It recognizes law
enforcement officers who have selfessly dis-
tinguished themselves over and abave their
normal duties. primarily thraugh commu
service and professional achievement.

Public Relations
G IMISSION
EdRobert L Morrill

{Hew Yark)
Chalrman

Juseph March
(Maryland)
Director

HE National Pub-

lic Relations Com:
mission is engaged
in communicating The American Legion
story to national, regional and specialized
a, corporate America, and the pubilic, It
supports the full spectrum.of American
Legion programs through praactive market-
ing and the instnt dissemination of news
wsing modern public relations strategies and
techniques

During the 1997 98 program year, the
commission and staff developed and distrib-
uted materials in support of the Show Your
Colors, Americal compaign. Memaorial Day
ad slicks sent 1o weekly newspapers of over
10,000 circulation included op-eds by the
National Commander and o Flag Day piece
fram Maj. Gen. Patrick Brady of CEA, Addi-
tionally, special art was developed and made
into posters, autdoor and bus advertising for
use by Departments and Posts; radio public
service spat copy was written and provided
for use by local stations. Editorials in news-
papers across the nation opposing the flag-
protection amendment were monitored
closely and respanded 1o with a letter 1o the
editor immediately after publication. PR
coordinated media inquiries involving local
communities and their campaign involve
ment.

A strategic public relations plan was
developed for the alliance between The
American Legion and Hire Quality, Inc. The
Commission conducted a press conference
announcing the alliance at the Washington
Conference and contacted the Fortune 1044
companies to hire veterans. Hundreds of cor
parations responded. Active duty v
using this free emplo
sented benefits of Leg
the database of applicants is sharcd for fol-
low-up cantact. Ads were placed in 247 mili-

« will be presented for -

tary base newspapers; a full-page ad in Army,
Navy, Air Foree and Marme Corps times
invited American Legion membership to
nearly a million military men and women.
Veterans Day ad slick was mailed w weekly
newspapers and used by hundreds of publi
cations free of charge. The e-mail address

< and toll-free phone number for membership

mformation were included.

The commission staff contimued to pro-
vide valunteer support materials including
suggested speeches for key patriatic holidays,
maintained the Yelerans Media Data Bank
for national media seeking to interview
wartime veterans and the staff responded to
aver a thousand media queries on issues per-
tinent to veterans, These included national
stories such as Arlington National Cemetery,
alf War illnesses, Veterans smoking-relatod
health care benefits and the G1 Bill of Health.
Appearances of American Legion officials on
CNN, ABC, NBC, CBS and myriad local
raddio and television stations were successfully
coordinated, presenting the Legion pasition
on veterans issues supported by resolutions
passecd at National Conventions. PR also sig-
nificantly enhaniced The American Legion
Internet wehsite placing news releases, edito-
clip art and the PR Handbook on the
site for full access and download by Legion-
naires and interested media.

The National Commander’s Public Rela-
tiens Award was presented to former Boys
State Governor Tom Brokaw, NBC News
anchor. The commission continues to work
with NEC providing interviews, contacts and

 materials for their World War IT series, an

upcoming documentary, and the Shaw Your
Colors, America! campaign,

I'he American Legion Fourth Hstate
Award for 1997 will be presented during the
80th National Convention to the Tribune of
Mesa Arizona for their series of stories
“Crimes Against Children.” The newspaper
devoted considerable space over a period of
menths to the subject and uncovered m
instances of misdeeds on the part of jucges
and prosecutors,

The commission encouraged Depart-
ments to submit nominations for the Public
Relations Valunteer Recognition Program.
The need to recognize highly effective PR
volunteers is critically important, as is the

 sharing of their successes with other volun.
teers throughout the Legion.

In the coming year, the commission will
re-issue two 30-second, highly effective tele-
vision public service spots to market to local
television and cable stations. These member-
ship tools can be customized by the local sta-
tion with the telephene number of the Post.
Additianally, another package of new clip are
will be develeped and distributed for use in
Post publications,

During 1998-99, the commission will
work closcly with other commissions specifi-
cally to increase membership by reaching eli-
gible veterans with tailored messages as well
as expedite infermation to the entire mem-

bership and natien for time-critical calls to
legislative action.

As new communication technologies,
publications and broadeast/cable media
come on-line, the public relations commis
sion and staff stands ready to wark with them
to advance the corporate goals of The Ameri
can Legion. We will use creativity in targeting
diverse audiences through a variety of media
using multiple resources. Because our objec-
tives are anchored in the traditions and ideals
of America, the communication of these
great values and programs of the Legion that
support them remais paramount, The pub-
lic relations commission looks forward 1o a
challenging and successful year.

Veterans Affairs
&Rehabilitation
COMMISSION

E4Chet Steltar
(Qhin)

Chairman

Garroll Willlams
(Maryland)
Director

1E American
Legion's Veterans
Affairs and Rehabili-
tation Commission (VA&R) provides adva
cacy i support of veterans henebit programs,
hospital and health care cancerns, the
national cemetery system and many other
impertant issucs.

The Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Commission is the keystone program of The
American Legion and one of the primary rea-
sons why World War I veterans founded the
Legion. The VA&R Division consists of three
: main components. First is the service pro-

grem provided by dauarters
£ staff to Department and Post Service Officers
in developing and presenting claims and
dealing with other issues related to veterans
benefit program:

The second element is the continuing
effort to protect and improve veterans bene
fit and service programs, This is accom
plished through legislative channels by work-
ing with Congress and by maintaining liaison
with the White House and with the Depart-
ment of Vererans’ Affairs. The VA&R staff
appear on numerous accasions hefore con-
sional committees to testify an behalf of

sterans on various program and benefit
matters.

The third element of the VA&R program
is the continuing oversight of the varions
programs operated by the Department of
WVeterans' Affairs,

The Veterans’ Health Administration is in
the third year of conducting a major over-
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haul of its h tem, Since October
1995, VA reorganized its 173 hospitals and
numerous community-based outpatient clin-
tes into 22 Veterans Integrated Service Nvl
works [VISNs). The Veterans Health Care
Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 made outpa-
tient care more accessible to eligible veterans.
The VHA system is adjusting to a freeze on
its annual appropriations by shifting
emphasis 1o primary care, giving more man-

alth insurers, includling Medicare,

; Ith Care Eligibility
Th\urm Act of 1996 requires VHA 10 estah-
lish a Patient Enrollment System by Oet. 1,
1998 Most veterans seeking VA care must be
enrolled in the VA Healthcare System 1o be
treated at VA es. Enrollment will be
determined by a legislated priority system,
consisting of seven priority levels. Acceptance
into the VA Healthcare System will be for a
defined one-year period; with the veteran
assigned 10 a primary care location.,

The seven levels of priority are:

Priority 1; Veterans who have any service-
connected disability rated 50 pereent or
greater,

Priority 2: Veterans who have any service-
connected disabilitics rated 30 or 40 percent.

Priority 3: Veterans who are former
POWSs, have a servi d disability

cill

sand “customer satisfaction”
{programs, In Fiscal Year 1995, VBA estab-

Lon sel

i199;

in its benefit

lished its Business Process R ering
program, The BPR efforts w entally
change the way VBA does business and
includes a varicty of initiatives underway and

-eng
funda

s planned, These actions provide solutions 1o

many long-standing operational and service

related problems,

The overall BPR approach includes new
work measurements and quality assurance
programs that should enable VBEA \nu\ and
Central Office managers 1o mal
monitor the impact of the various initiatives
ice and operating efficiency and mea-
sure progress made toward certain goals. It
should alsa help improve the allocation of
current resources in relation to workload
demands at individual held stations. Equ
important, this type of information provides
the necessary basis to support future budget
requests.

The American Legion does nat support
the administration’s efforts to bar future

claims for service-cannection for any lobac-
co-related disability or death benefits. In
the VA general counsel issued a prece
dent opinion which held that a claim for ser
vice-connection for a tobacco-related disabil
ity or death was legally possible. From 1993
until May 1997, all tobacco-related claims
were held in abeyance while VA officials
debated the practical and budgetary implica-

| cal concept of servic

- tions of this change in VA policy. On May

13,1997, the VA general counsel issued a sec-
ond precedent apinion which set forth spe
cific evidence that a veteran must submit in
order for VA to favorably adjudicate a claim
for a tabacca-related disability. The VA gen-
eral counsel held that, providing the requi
ments for service-connection conditions are
met, it would be comsistent with the histori-
connection for VA
grant direct service-connection for nicoting
dependence and service-conmection on a sec

" ondary basis for a subsequently developing

tobacco-related disease,

In May 1998, the reaffirmed the
position of the srganization to strangly
oppose any kepishutive or admigistrative pro

pasal to preclude granting service-connec-
“tion for disability or death related 1o nico-
tine addiction as the result of the use of
tobacco during a

teran'’s period of mili-

granting disability or death

 bengfits for nicotine addiction related to a
veteran's period of military service will con-

tinue to be debated in Congress, The Ameri-
can Legion helieves the current administra-
tion position is clearly anti-vetera

violation of veterans” copstitutional ri
No other group of U.S. ¢
from tobacco-
gled out and str

i federal benefits and medical care.

rated 10 or 20 percent, were discharged or
released from active military service for a
compensable disability that was ineurred or
aggravated in the line of duty, and veterans
who are in receipt of Section 1151 benefits,
Priority 4: Veterans who are receiving an
increased pension based on a need for regu-
Iar aid and attendance or by reasen of being
permanently house bound and other veter-
ans who are catastrophically disabled.
Priority 5: Veterans who have
et weorth below t

income
thresh

Priarity 6; Veterans who are not required
1o pay a co-payment for medical care (WWI,
Mexican Border, receiving care for exposure
to toxic substances or environmental hazards
while in servicel. Also compensable zero per
cent service-connected veterans,

Priority 7: Nonservice-connected veterans
and nencompensable zero percent service:
connected veterans with incame and net
worth abawve the statutory threshold who
agree to pay specified co-payments,

The American Legion remains strongly
committed (o e nyg the GI Bill of Health.
“The Gl Bill of Health is crucial to the fature
treatment capacity of Veterans Health
Admimistration.

The American Legion is supportive of the
Veterans Benefits Administration’s efforts to
develop and implement a multi-year, com-
pr sive, system d integrated
approach to improving “customer service’

el

ic

Business

Headaches?
We Make
House Calls

Are you suffering from shrinking
budgets and increasing costs?
Handling today’s issues can give you
a splitting headache.

Looking for relief?

For over 75 years, The American
Legion has turned to Olive for busi-
ness soluticns and strategies. We're
more than a CPA firm. Much more.
Our audit, accounting, tax, and consulting advisors provide pre-
scriptions to improve the wellness of your organization.

So take our advice and get relief. Malke
an appointment with Joe Vande Bosche at
317.383.4039 or contact the office nearest
you in Indiana, lllinois, and Chie.

Olive
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Financial Repurts

Independent Auditor’s Report

GED. S. OLIVE & CO..c

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Independent Auditor's Report

Mr. Antheny G. Jordan, National Commander

and Members of the Naticnal Finance Coemmission
The American Legion Maticnal Headguarters
Indianapolis, Indiana

We have audited the accompanying consalidated statement of financial position of The
American Legion National Headquarters and its wholly owned subsidiary (the Legion) as of
December 31, 1997 and 1996, and the related consolidated statements of activities and
cash flows for the years then ended. These consolidated financial statements are the
responsiiiity of the Legion's management. Our respansibility is to express an opinion on
these financial statements based on cur audits.

We conducted our audits in accordance with generally accepted auditing standaros. Those
stancards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit inciudes
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting princigles used and significant
estimates made by management as well as evaluating the overall financial statement
prasentation. We believe that our audits provide a reasonable basis for our opinion

In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements referred to above present fairly, in alf
material respects, the financial positicn of The American Legion National Headquarters and
subsidiary as of December 31, 1997 and 1996, and the changes in their net assets and their
cash flows for the years then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting
principles.

As further discussed in the notes to the financial statements, during the year ended
December 31, 1888, the Legion changed its method of accounting to comply with Statement
of Financial Accounting Standard (SFAS) No. 124,

Cur audits were performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the consolidated
financial statements taken as a whole, The reconciliation of audited financial statements to
internai financial statements is presented for purpeses of additional analysis and is not a
required part of the consacli tinancial its. Such infermation has been subjected
to the auditing procedures applied in the audits of the consolidated financial statements and,
In our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the consolidated hnancial
statements taken as a whole.

6‘" S Ot o tee

Indianapolis, Indiana
March 25, 1988
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Do rich people have more friends than the rest of us?
Are their bat bags, suitcases or grocery bags any bigger?
Does their definition of value and trust differ from our own?

Are we the only car company that doesn’t think so?

The new Century by Buick comes well-equipped for under $20,000f Fully loaded for under $24.000.
Because the way we see Il, everyone deserves a nice car. One that seats six

comfortably, and has ABS brakes, six-way power seats, 17 cublc feet of trunk space, an air

filtration system, and remote keyless entry. Making it a car truly anyone can apprecis

T, WA &
b

nent extia, Pricos may bu hig
Carp. Buckie up, Americal For o

O Bulck. .. Official Car of American Legion Baseball




	98C1
	98C2
	98001
	98002
	98003
	98004
	98005
	98006
	98007
	98008
	98009
	98010
	98011
	98012
	98013
	98014
	98015
	98016
	98017
	98018
	98019
	98020
	98021
	98022
	98023
	98024
	98025
	98026
	98027
	98028
	98029
	98030
	98031
	98032
	98033
	98034
	98035
	98036
	98037
	98038
	98039
	98040
	98041
	98042
	98043
	98044
	98045
	98046
	98047
	98048
	98049
	98050
	98051
	98052
	98053
	98054
	98055
	98056
	98057
	98058
	98059
	98060
	98061
	98062
	98063
	98064
	98065
	98066
	98067
	98068
	98069
	98070
	98071
	98072
	98073
	98074
	98075
	98076
	98077
	98078
	98079
	98080
	98081
	98082
	98083
	98084
	98085
	98086
	98087
	98088

