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WHEREAS, The American Legion has always supported quality of life features for
members of the Armed Forces, their dependents, military retirees, and survivors as people are the
foundation of our Nation's fighting forces; and
WHEREAS, Without highly qualified, dedicated men and women, even the most
sophisticated weaponry will not provide the deterrent force necessary for this nation to remain at
peace; and
WHEREAS, Military compensation is only one factor in the quality of life equation as to
whether good service members and their families remain in military service: Other major factors
include fair treatment, career stability, regular promotions, adequate quarters, adequate health care,
commissaries, and day care facilities, all of which ease the numerous sacrifices that are demanded
of service members; and
WHEREAS, Our military retirees and their dependents and survivors are deserving and
rightfully entitled to adequate health care treatment, concurrent receipt, and regular cost-of-living
adjustments to military retirement pay and survivor benefit plans; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 30, 31, September 1, 2016, That The American Legion urges
Congress and the Department of Defense to support and fund quality of life features
including, but not limited to, the following: military pay comparability for the Armed Forces
and regular increases in the Basic Allowances for Housing (BAH); renovation and
construction of military quarters and increased funding for child day care centers and pay
raises must be competitive with the private sector; adequate medical, mental, and dental
health services; morale, welfare, and recreational facilities; non-privatized exchanges and
commissary facilities, and the Defense Commissary Agency (DECA) and its functions should
be retained and not relegated to the military services; preserving an attractive retirement
system for the active and reserve components; oppose any changes to the military retirement
system, whether prospective or retroactive, that would violate contracts made with military
retirees and that would undermine morale and readiness; requiring the Services perform
mandatory physical examinations, without waivers, for all separating and retiring service
members within 90 days of separation from service; full funding concurrent receipt of
military retirement pay, and VA disability compensation as well as Special Compensation
pays for disabled military retirees; that the Survivor Benefit Plan/Dependency and
Indemnity Compensation (SBP/DIC) offset be eliminated; TRICARE for Life and the
TRICARE Senior Pharmacy program for Medicare-eligible military retirees, their
dependents and military survivors, should be adequately funded; regular cost-of-living
adjustments to military retirement and increased death gratuity payments; combat zone tax

exclusions for service in South Korea; that Congress extend and improve additional quality
of life benefits, allowances and privileges to the National Guard and Reserves involved in
homeland security and other missions so as to more closely approximate those of the active
force; military retirement pay and TRICARE health care for members of the Reserve
Components should be authorized before age 60; tax credits to private businesses that pay
the difference between military and civilian salaries to mobilized reserve component service
members; restore travel exemptions for Reserve and Guard members for expenses
associated with attending drills; military health care should also be provided to members of
the Reserve Components and their dependents, who become injured while on active duty
status regardless of the number of days served on active duty, to the same degree as active
duty members under the same circumstances; and whenever a Base Realignment and
Closure Commission (BRAC) is conducted, certain base facilities such as base medical
facilities, commissaries, exchanges and other facilities be preserved for use by active duty,
reserve forces personnel, military retired veterans and their families.
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