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We are here on this Memorial Day, 1964, for reverent tribute to the memory
of heroes who fell so that this nation might stand as a living and meaningful symbol
of free govermment for the world for all time.

The deepest meaning that this day can hold for us is a reaffirmation in
our minds and hearts in our day as free men and women of the faith and devotion of
those heroes to our nation.

The observance of Memorial Day is a sacred trust to members of The American
Legion. We believe this day important in the life of America because we must know
and understand our past and fully appreciate the blessings that have been ours as a
nation.

You and I, from this knowledge, then may draw new courage to face the
challenges of the present. For in our times -- almost from World War II to the
present -- we have known a troubled world and an imperfect peace. Armed also with
this knowledge, we will find greater determination to meet fearlessly and confidently
the challenges that tomorrow is sure to bring.

tur young men, along with their ieaders whose mettle was tested in earlier
wars, face new demends for courage in the deltas, hills and jungles of Viet Nam. In
the monotonous and dusty hills of Korea as they stand guard in an area that has

claimed much American treasure. Treasure both in manhood and material.
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